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Why	is	it	important	to	study	building	stones?	
	
Work	in	the	Stone	Industry	
	
Learning	and	teaching	
	
Stone	as	cultural	heritage/history	
	
Conserva=on	&	Restora=on	
	
Leisure	&	Geotourism	
	
Materiality		



100	Great	Geosites	
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Thomas	Holland		
Geological	Survey	of	India	1893	
	
Job	Charnock’s	Mausoleum,	Kolkata	
Erected	1695	
	
“As	this	is	a	new	type	of	rock	…	I	
would	suggest	for	it	the	name	
Charnockite	in	honour	of	the	founder	
of	Calcu=a,	who	was	the	unconscious	
means	of	bringing,	perhaps,	the	first	
specimen	of	this	interesAng	rock	to	
our	capital.”		
	
	
	
	
	
Holland,	T.	H.,	1893a,	The	Petrology	of	Job	
Charnock’s	Tombstone.,	Journal	of	the	AsiaNc	
Society	of	Bengal;	Part	II:	Natural	Science.,	62,	
162-164.	
	
	
hCps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Job_Charnock	









Case	Study:	The	Sanctuary	Pavement	
Westminster	Abbey	









The	urban	environment	as	a	teaching	&	learning	resource	









hKps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vredefort_crater	
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Social	History	in	Stone	…	













Case	Study:	London	Pub	Geology	







Conserva=on	&	Restora=on	



Ophicalcite	marble:	Svecofennian	supracrustal	rocks,	1.9-1.8	Ga	
Marmorbruket,	Kolmården,	Norrköping,	Södermanland,	Sweden.	



Breche	St	Maximin	







	Geotourism	
	
	

“…the	provision	of	interpreAve	and	service	faciliAes	to	
enable	tourists	to	acquire	knowledge	and	
understanding	of	the	geology	and	geomorphology	of	a	
site	(including	its	contribuAon	to	the	development	of	
the	Earth	sciences)	beyond	the	level	of	mere	aestheAc	
appreciaAon…”	(Hose,	1995,	pp.	17).	
	





	Challenges	
•	Obtaining	informaYon	from	architects	and	
stone	contractors	
	
•	Sound,	deep	and	broad	knowledge	from	
geologists!	(what	it	is,	is	easy,	where	it	comes	
from	is	harder	…)	requires	connoisseurship	as	
well	as	basic	knowledge.	
	
•	A	lack	of	interest	in	this	field	in	university	
Earth	Sciences	teaching		

…	and	Research?	



How	to	find	out	more	…	

Reference	CollecYons	
	
•	BGS	(Geoscenic)	
	
•	Museums	(Watson	
CollecYon	at	the	Sedgwick,	
&	Corsi	CollecYon	etc	at	
OUMNH	
	
	

•	Go	on	(or	volunteer	to	lead!)	urban	geological	walks	
	
•	Make	industry	contacts	–	trade	fairs,	architects	



hKp://londonpavementgeology.co.uk		









Thank	You	for	Listening!	
	
	

And	many	thanks	to	
	

Eric	Robinson,	Dave	Wallis,		
Geoscience	Wales,	GA,	PESGB,	UCL,	BGS	

London	Geodiversity	Partnership,	
Geologists’	Associa=on	
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